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SUB J : US/JAPANESE BILATERALS-HUMAN RIGHTS 

1 . AT THE SEPTEMBER 8 AND 9 US/JAPANESE BILATERAL 
CONSULTATIONS THE IAPANESE STATED THEY WERE WILLING TO 
GIVE SERIOUS CONSIDERATION TO THE PROPOSAL FOR THE 
CREATION OF A HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
(HCHR) AND TO THE US PROPOSAL ON TORTURE. HOWEVER. THE 
JAPANESE EXPRESSED STRONG RESERVATIONS ON BOTH PROPOSALS. 

2. TORTURE. THE JAPANESE STATED THEY HOPED THE TORTURE 
PROPOSAL WOULD NOT HAVE THE SAME FATE AS THE US 
POLITICAL PRISONER PROPOSAL AT THE 30TH GA; THAT IS, 

IT WAS HASTILY TABLED WITHOUT PRIOR CONSULTATION AND 
SUBSEQUENTLY WITHDRAWN WITHOUT A VOTE. JAPENSE STRESSED 
THE HOPE THAT WE WOULD ENGAGE IN AS MUCH CONSULTATION 
AS POSSIBLE AND STATED THAT IT MIGHT BE USEFUL TO CONSULT 
WITH STATES WHO MIGHT BE PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE ON 
THIS ISSUE, SUCHAS CHILE, PHILIPPINES, ANDIRAN. THE 
US SPOKESMAN ASSURED THE JAPANESE THAT WE HAVE BEEN 
CONSULTING WIDELY AND THAT WE DO NOT INTEND TO PROVOKE 
A CONFRONTATION ON THIS ISSUE. WE HAVE BEEN CONSULTING 
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WITH OTHER GOVERNMENTS, SUCH AS THE NETHERLANDS WHO 
ARE WORKING ON THEIR OWN TORTURE PROPOSALS WITHA VIEW 
TO TABLING A COMBINED TEXT WHICH WOULD HOPEFULLY GET WIDE 
SUPPORT. 

3. HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS. WITH RESPECT 
TO THE HIGH COMMISSIONER PROPOSAL THE JAPANESE NOTED 
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THAT THIS PROPOSAL HAS BEEN ON THE BOOKS FOR A LONG 
TIME AND EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS ABOUT WHAT THE HIGH 
COMMISSIONER'S EXACT RESPONSIBILITIES WOULD BE. THEY 
EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE PROLIFERATION OF NEW ORGANS 
AT THE UN, DUPLICATION OF FUNCTION, QUESTIONS ABOUT 
THE HIGH COMMISSIONER'S STAFF, COST, WHERE THE HIGH COMMISSIONER 
WOULD BE LOCATED-THAT IS, NEW YORK OR GENEVA. THE IAPANESE 
SUGGESTED THAT PERHAPS WE COULD STUDY CREATION OF A 
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS HEADED BY AN ASYG. THEY ALSO 
NOTED THAT USYG FOR POLITICAL AND GA AFFAIRS BUFFUM IS 
NOW IN A SIMILAR POSITION OF SUPERVISING HUMAN RIGHTS 
ACTIVITIES. ASSISTANT SECRETARY MAYNES STATED THAT HE 
HOPED THAT THE FIRST VICTIM OF THE SUPPORTERS OF NON- 
PROLIFERATION WOULD NOT BE HUMAN RIGHTS. HE STATED THAT THERE 
WERE OTHER AREAS WHERE CUTS COULD BE MADE BUT THAT WE WISH 
TO STRENGTHEN HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVITIES IN THE UN. HE 
AGREED THAT THE QUESTION OF STAFF NEEDS TO BE WORKED 
OUT BUT EXPLAINED THAT WE WISHED FIRST TO GET AGREE- 
MENT ON THE PRINCIPLE OF ESTABLISHING THE POST BEFORE 
GETTING INTO ADMINISTRATIVE QUESTIONS. 

4. TRANSFER OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS DIVISION TO NY. IN 
RESPONSE TO A JAPANESE QUESTION ABOUT WHY THE US WANTS 
TO TRANSFER THEHUMAN RIGHTS DIVISION TO NY, 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY MAYNES REPLIED THAT THE PROPOSAL 
EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT THE AMOUNT OF ATTENTION 
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DEVOTED TO HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE SUGGESTION ON THE 
TRANSFER OF THE DIVISION WAS BASED ON A DESIRE TO BRING 
HUMAN RIGHTS INTO THE CENTER OF UN ACTIVITIES. 

5. HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENANTS AND TREATIES. THE JAPANESE 
STATED THAT THEY WERE PLANNING TO SIGN THE GENOCIDE 
CONVENTION, THE TWO COVENANTS, AND THE CONVENTION ON 
THE ELIMINATIONOF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. THEY ALSO 
SAID THEY WILL BE WILLING TO SIGN THE CONVENTION ON 
POLITICAL ASYLUM WHICH IS STILL IN THE DRAFTING STAGE. 

6. IN GENERAL COMMENTS THEJAPANESE STATED THAT THEY 
FELT STRONGLY THAT THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE SHOULD NOT 
BE USED FOR CONFRONTATION. THEY ALSO COMMENTED THAT 
THERE DID NOT SEEM TO BE ANY NEW IDEAS BEING PRESENTED 

AS ALL OF THIS YEAR'S PROPOSALS HAD BEEN AROUND FOR YEARS. 

YOUNG 
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